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For more information, visit westernpowerpool.org 

or contact WRAP@westernpowerpool.org 

Western Resource Adequacy Program 
Non-Task Force Proposal 

Co-Sponsors’ Information (optional) 

Name: Steve Bellcoff Organization: Bonneville Power Administration 

Phone Number: 360-901-5208 Email: srbellcoff@bpa.gov 

Name: Ed Mount Organization: The Energy Authority 

Phone Number: N/A Email: emount@teainc.org 

Name: Rebecca Sexton Organization: Western Power Pool 

Phone Number: 253-279-3002 Email: rebecca.sexton@westernpowerpool.org 

Non-Task Force Proposal 

Name: 2024-NTFP-004 Date of PRC Confirmation: 12/18/24 

Lead Sponsor Information 

Name: Garrison Marr Organization: Snohomish County PUD 

Title: Senior Manager, Power Supply Phone Number: 425-309-6923 
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Type of Change Requested 

Check one*: 

☐ Correction (i.e., revising erroneous language or language that needs clean-up for grammatical errors or 

inconsistency across governing documents - no changes to intent or policy) 

☐ Clarification (i.e., revising language to better represent existing intent, no changes to functionality or policy)

☒ Enhancement (i.e., revising language to expand upon existing intent or functionality)

☐ New Protocol, Business Practice, Criteria, Tariff (i.e., new language to accommodate new 

functionality or policy not existing today) 

☐ Change (i.e., a change in the existing policy – will replace an existing language) 

☐ Other (i.e., changes that do not fall into the categories listed above)

I. Needs and Benefits

a. Description of the Issue
The Winter and the Summer P50 Peak Load Forecast Methodologies in BPM 103 fail to

adequately capture discrete load additions or subtractions of loads in the medium term (as

those changes gradually become part of the five years of historical load data used to

calculate the monthly P50 Peak Load Forecasts). These discrete load changes could be

additions and subtractions, in scenarios where load is existing or new, meaning historical

load data exists or does not, respectively. Clear direction and a robust policy for discrete

load changes is important for all Participants experiencing discrete load changes, but is of

particular consequence when one Participant transfers the responsibility for its load and

resources in its entirety to another Participant, as is anticipated by Snohomish PUD’s

transition in BPA service contracts, resulting in BPA representation of Snohomish’s load in

October 2025.

b. Realized Benefits
The BPM 103 P50 Peak Load Forecast methodology incorrectly captures load changes by

only amending the result rather than the underlying data. It is critical that this methodology

is fixed.

II. Solution

a. Proposed Solution:
Load Changes when Historical Load Data is Available. As currently described in BPM 103

the P50 Peak Load Forecast methodologies for both Summer and Winter begin by

determining the peak load for each month of the Season for the last available five Seasons

using the Historical Load Data submitted as part of the Advanced Assessment. Note that
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Historical Load Data is defined in BPM 101 Advanced Assessment as: “Load data from one or 

more Years prior to the current Year, such as the previous 10 Years. Historical Load Data is 

expected to consist of 8,760 hours (or 8784 hours for a leap Year) of data for a Year”. Tariff 

Section 16.1.1 allows for the P50 Peak Load Forecast in the Business Practice Manuals to 

include “a base monthly peak derived from a recent historic period that recognizes additions 

and removals of load during the historic period”. In the scenario where a load change 

(addition or subtraction) has historical load data available (as would be the case with a 

Participant-to-Participant load transfer, or a Participant assuming responsibility for a load 

that has been operational prior to the Participant assuming said responsibility), the affected 

Participant(s) is(are) responsible for adjusting the peak load for each Month of the Season 

for any of the last available five Seasons that do not capture the load change, and then 

calculating the monthly P50 Peak Load Forecasts, until the load change is automatically 

captured fully. 

• In the case where one Participant (A) completely assumes the load responsibilities

for another Participant (B) in October 2025, Participant A will complete the Forward

Showing for Winter 2025/26 on March 31, 2025, using load data that combines

Participant A’s and B’s historical loads. Participant B will not complete a Forward

Showing for Winter 2025/26 (but will participate in Summer 2025 as normal).

• In the case where a Participant assumes responsibility for a discrete load (e.g. a

paper mill) that has operated previously, the Participant will add this historical load

data from the discrete load to their historical load data for every hour.

Load Changes when Historical Load Data is Unavailable. In the scenario where a load 

change does not have historical load data available (e.g. a new large load such as a data 

center or manufacturing facility) the affected Participant will generate synthetic load data 

and adjust monthly P50 Peak Loads for any of the last available five Seasons that do not 

capture the load change, and then calculate the monthly P50 Peak Load Forecasts, until the 

load change is automatically captured fully in historical load data. 

b. Specific Document and Language:
• Business Practice Manual (BPM 103) Participant Forward Showing Capacity

Requirement

c. Suggestion for Language Update
• See Document BPM 103 Redlines CRF-2024-006

III. Implementation Plan and Feasibility

a. Resource, Cost Assessment & Feasibility Review - TBD

b. Proposed Implementation Timeline - TBD
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