WestTEC REC Meeting – Raw Notes
Date: December 11, 2025
 Meeting Type: REC Monthly Meeting
Attendance (as noted during meeting)
· Vijay Satyal (REC Co-Chair)
· Gillian McCullough (GDS Associates)
· Kyra Green (GDS Associates)
· Angus Duncan
· Fred Heutte
· Patty Satkiewicz (PacifiCorp)
· Donald Williams (FTL Consulting)
· John Muhs (Energy Strategies)
· Adam Cummings (BPA)
· Richard Doying
· Additional REC members (~24 participants total)

Agenda Overview
1. Welcome and meeting overview
2. REC leadership for 2026 (Co-Chair discussion)
3. Communications Subcommittee update (10-Year Horizon Report)
4. Tribal engagement updates
5. Energy Strategies update – 10-Year & 20-Year studies
6. Next steps, upcoming meetings, public comment

1. Welcome and Opening Remarks
· Gillian noted quorum (~24 attendees) and proceeded with agenda
· Vijay welcomed attendees and noted this is the final REC meeting of 2025
· Rob Davis has stepped down as REC Co-Chair
· Vijay expressed interest in continuing as Co-Chair but requested a partner for 2026
· Vijay flagged a broader concern around transparency and communication between WAT, Steering, and REC (to be discussed later)

2. REC Leadership for 2026 – Co-Chair Discussion
· Sybil Geiselman (Public Generating Pool, PGP) expressed interest in serving as REC Co-Chair
· PGP is not currently a WestTEC REC member, which creates a procedural step
· Proposal: add PGP as a REC member and appoint Sybil as Co-Chair, pending Steering approval
Discussion Points
· Vijay emphasized importance of balance across sectors (utility, non-utility, IPP, public power)
· Angus Duncan supported moving forward; primary consideration is willingness to serve
· Fred Heutte supportive, but emphasized:
· Confirming no other REC members are interested
· Ensuring proper onboarding process for PGP
· Consensus: no objections raised during meeting
Process Notes
· Steering Committee meeting scheduled Tuesday, December 16
· REC input will be conveyed to Steering
· Gillian to circulate a follow-up email to REC membership asking for:
· Additional interest in Co-Chair role
· Any concerns regarding PGP membership

3. Transparency and Meeting Notes Discussion
· Angus Duncan raised concern about limited visibility into REC deliberations
· Request for:
· Summary notes from REC, WAT, and Steering meetings
· Non-attributed, high-level documentation of key issues and conclusions
· Vijay agreed and reiterated this concern had been raised previously
· Gillian committed to beginning summary notes as a best practice going forward
· Notes, recordings, and materials will continue to be posted publicly, with added synthesis notes

4. Communications Subcommittee – 10-Year Horizon Report
· Communications Subcommittee includes representatives from all committees
· Focus areas:
· Communication products to accompany report release
· Amplification strategies (press, presentations, social media, conferences)
· Messaging tailored by audience type
Key Discussion
· Risk of “early visibility” due to REC being public
· Recommendation: members proactively brief internal leadership
· Emphasis that the report is analytic, not advocacy-based
· Importance of consistent messaging across regions and organizations
Questions / Feedback
· Vijay asked for clarification on “amplification strategies”
· Angus emphasized need for consistent framing:
· Study presents options and analysis, not preferred projects
· Avoid implying specific alignments or advocacy positions
· Patty Satkiewicz requested clarity on review and approval process for messaging materials
· Action item taken to clarify review process with Steering
Suggested Next Steps
· Fred Heutte suggested a pre-release briefing for committees ahead of February 4
· Broad agreement that prep and coordination are important

5. Tribal Engagement Updates (Donald Williams – FTL Consulting)
· Disclaimer: Donald does not speak for any tribe directly
· Key updates:
· ATNI mid-year convention (October, Suquamish):
· Resolution supporting ad hoc energy regulatory task force passed
· NCAI 82nd Annual Convention (Nov 17–21, Seattle):
· National resolution advancing tribal grid modernization passed
· AI Clean Energy Summit (Portland):
· Panel with WestTEC leadership on AI and grid modernization
· Western Tribal Transmission Workgroup (WTTW):
· BPA joined recent session
· FERC staff to attend meeting on December 12
· Ongoing engagement with CAISO on tribal engagement processes
Follow-Up
· Angus requested resolution language
· Donald to send language to Gillian/Kyra for posting and distribution

6. Energy Strategies Update – 10-Year & 20-Year Studies (John Muhs)
10-Year Horizon Report
· Review period: Nov 6–20
· Additional informal review call held December 4
· Report sent to Steering Committee for approval
· Steering discussion scheduled December 16
· Target public release: February 4, 2026
· Current version posted in REC SharePoint folder
20-Year Study Overview
· Study completion target: September 2026
· Workstreams:
· Reference case
· Flux and Core scenarios
· Benefits assessment
· Extreme events assessment
Key Discussion Topics
· Development of production cost models and power flow models
· Need to rethink assumptions for:
· Inter-BA transfer limits
· Long-term contingency handling
· Load growth and data center siting considerations
· Resource busbar mapping underway for reference case; scenarios next
Benefits & Extreme Events
· Vijay proposed forming a small REC action group to support:
· Transmission benefits framework
· Extreme event assessment methodology
· John agreed this input would be valuable
· Noted tradeoff between ideal methodology and what is achievable within budget/timeline
Agreed Path Forward
· Vijay to circulate call for volunteers to REC
· REC to compile:
· Literature
· Sources
· Expert input
· Coordination with WAT encouraged
· January All-Committees Meeting seen as checkpoint, not final deliverable

7. Upcoming Dates & Next Steps
· December 16, 2025 – Steering Committee meeting:
· Vote on 10-Year Report
· Discuss PGP REC membership / Co-Chair
· January 21, 2026 – All-Committees Meeting (WECC offices, Salt Lake City)
· February 4, 2026 – Public webinar and 10-Year Report release
· GDS to:
· Begin posting summary notes
· Circulate Co-Chair interest email
· Address SharePoint access issues

Public Comment
· No public comments raised


